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PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 2016-312 

 

 A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AMEND THE 

NEWBERG DEVELOPMENT CODE REGARDING MEDICAL MARIJUANA GROW 

SITES, PROCESSORS AND DISPENSARIES   

RECITALS 

1. On March 19, 2014, Senate Bill 1531 was signed into law. SB 1531 gives local governments 

the ability to impose certain regulations and restrictions on the operation of medical marijuana 

dispensaries. 

2. House Bill (HB) 3400 was approved in the 2015 Oregon Legislative session related to 

recreational and medical marijuana. Some of the provision of HB 3400 modified the laws 

related to medical marijuana. 

3. The Newberg City Council initiated a potential amendment to Newberg's Development Code 

regarding medical marijuana grow sites and processors on December 7, 2015.  

4. After proper notice, the Newberg Planning Commission held a hearing on January 14, 2016 to 

consider the amendment.  The Commission considered testimony and deliberated. 

The Newberg Planning Commission resolves as follows: 

1. The Commission finds that adding regulations for medical marijuana grow sites, medical 

marijuana processors and modifications to a footnote for medical marijuana dispensaries 

regarding Career Schools and definition of public elementary or secondary school or private or 

parochial school to align with HB 3400 would be in the best interests of the city and 

recommends that the City Council adopt the amendments to the Newberg Development Code 

as shown in Exhibit “A”.  Exhibit "A" is hereby adopted and by this reference incorporated. 

2. The findings shown in Exhibit “B” are hereby adopted.  Exhibit "B" is by this reference 

incorporated. 

Adopted by the Newberg Planning Commission this 14th day of January, 2016. 

        ATTEST: 

 

Planning Commission Chair     Planning Commission Secretary 

List of Exhibits: 

 Exhibit “A”: Development Code Text Amendments  

 Exhibit “B”:  Findings
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Exhibit “A” to Planning Commission Resolution 2016-312 

Development Code Amendments –File DCA-15-002 

Medical Marijuana Grow Sites, Processors and Dispensaries 

 

Section 1.  The Newberg Development Code 15.05.030 shall be amended as follows: 

 

Note:   Existing text is shown in regular font. 

 Added text is shown in double-underline 

 Deleted text is shown in strikethrough. 

 

 

 15.05.030 Definitions  

 

For the purpose of this title, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 

indicates or requires a different meaning: 

 

“Medical marijuana dispensary” means a medical marijuana facility registered by the Oregon 

Health Authority and in compliance with all other provisions of Oregon law. 

 
“Medical Marijuana Grow Site” means a location registered under ORS 475.304 where marijuana is 

produced for use by a registry identification cardholder. 

 

“Medical Marijuana Processor” means a medical marijuana processing facility registered by the 

Oregon Health Authority. 

 

“School, primary or secondary category” means a category of uses under Chapter 15.303 

NMC that includes public and private schools, secular or parochial, at the primary, 

elementary, middle, junior high, or high school level that provide state mandated basic 

education primarily to minors. 

 

“School, career”, for the purposes of medical marijuana dispensaries, means any private 

proprietary professional, technical, business or other school instruction, organization or 

person that offers any instruction or training for the purpose or purported purpose of 

instructing, training or preparing persons for any profession at a physical location attended 

primarily by minors. 

 

 

Section 2.  Newberg Development Code Section 15.305.020 shall be amended as follows: 

 

15.305.020 Zoning use table  

 

 

See Exhibit A, Attachment 1 
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Exhibit “B” to Planning Commission Resolution 2016-312 

 

Findings –File DCA-15-002 

Medical Marijuana Grow Sites, Processors and Dispensaries 

I. Statewide Planning Goals - relevant goals 

 Goal 1, Citizen Involvement, requires the provision of opportunities for citizens to be 

 involved in all phases of the planning process.  

Finding:  The City Council initiated the potential development code amendment at a public meeting 

on December 7, 2015. The Marijuana Subcommittee meet on December 9, 2015 at a public meeting 

to review potential place, time and manner regulations for Medical Marijuana Grow Sites, Processors 

and Dispensaries. The Planning Commission, after proper notice, held a public hearing on January 

14, 2016. The City Council will consider the recommendation of the Planning Commission at a 

future public hearing date, and decide whether or not to adopt the development code amendment. 

The development code amendment process provides opportunity for public comments throughout the 

planning process.  

Goal 2, Land Use Planning, requires the development of a process and policy framework 

that acts as a basis for all land use decisions.  

Finding: The Medical Marijuana Grow Site, Processor and Dispensary proposal is supportive of this 

goal because it was developed following city procedures for legislative action. 

II. Newberg Comprehensive Plan - relevant policies 

A. CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT GOAL: To maintain a Citizen Involvement Program that 

offers citizens the opportunity for involvement in all phases of the planning process.  

 

Finding:  The City Council initiated the potential development code amendment at a public meeting 

on December 7, 2015. The Marijuana Subcommittee meet on December 9, 2015 at a public meeting 

to review potential place, time and manner regulations for Medical Marijuana Grow Sites, Processors 

and Dispensaries. The Planning Commission, after proper notice, held a public hearing on January 

14, 2016. The City Council will consider the recommendation of the Planning Commission at a 

future public hearing date, and decide whether or not to adopt the development code amendment. 

The development code amendment process provides opportunity for public comments throughout the 

planning process.  

B. LAND USE PLANNING GOAL: To maintain an on-going land use planning program to 

implement statewide and local goals. The program shall be consistent with natural and 

cultural resources and needs. 

 

Finding: The Medical Marijuana Grow Sites, Processors and Dispensaries proposal is supportive of 

this goal because it was developed following city procedures for legislative action. 
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H. THE ECONOMY GOAL: To develop a diverse and stable economic base.  

1. General Policies  

c. The City will encourage the creation of a diversified employment base, the strengthening of 

trade centers and the attraction of both capital and labor intensive enterprises.  

g. The City shall encourage business and industry to locate within the Newberg City limits. 

 

Finding:  The city encourages new businesses to develop within the city. A Medical Marijuana 

Grow Sites, Processor and Dispensary operation is a legal business under State law. Allowing 

Medical Marijuana Grow Sites in residential zones R-1, R-2 and R-3 as permitted uses with up to 12 

mature plants or two patients as an indoor operation and as conditional in all other zones; allowing 

Medical Marijuana Processors as a permitted use in M-1, M-2, M-3, M-4, AI and SD/E; and 

adjusting the footnote language for Medical Marijuana Dispensaries to align with HB 3400 

definitions for public, private or parochial schools, is consistent with this Comprehensive Plan goal. 

III. Conclusion:  The proposed development code amendments meet the applicable requirements 

of the Statewide Planning Goals, and the Newberg Comprehensive Plan, and should be 

approved.  




