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In April 2012, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) issued a solicitation for 
transportation projects that “strengthen the cultural, aesthetic, or environmental value of our 
transportation system.”  In June 2012, the city submitted a Notice of Intent to ODOT for the 
proposed construction of bike/pedestrian improvements along Villa Road from Haworth Avenue 
to Park Lane (pleased see Exhibit A for map of project area).  In August 2012, ODOT sent a 
letter to the city inviting Newberg to submit a full grant application for the Villa Road project.  
The invitation to Newberg was only one of 64 issued from the original pool of 155 Notice of 
Intents from other communities throughout the state.  The City of Newberg subsequently 
submitted a grant application for the proposed project in December of 2012.  
 
The proposed project is in a high traffic area that is very dangerous for pedestrians, bicyclists and 
motorists.  There are no bike/pedestrian facilities along this stretch of Villa Road. This section of 
Villa Road has strong grade changes, tight curves, and many blind spots.  In addition, Villa Road 
is an important part of the city’s north/south major collector road system.  The city has relatively 
few long, contiguous north/south connector roads, making travel in this direction very difficult.  
The few roads of this type that exist in the community possess only intermittent bike/pedestrian 
facilities.  The project area is located in a key central location of the city, acting as a hub to many 
other parts of the community as well as other alternative transportation facilities. 
 
The proposed project improvements include the construction bike lanes on both sides of Villa 
Road and a landscaped, setback sidewalk on the east side of the street.  Given the two streams in 
the project area, some of the sidewalk will be elevated.  In addition, the City will provide 
substantial matching financial resources to the effort to lessen the grade change in the project 
area as well as mitigate the curve blind spot. Much of the area contiguous to the project area is in 
a natural state and undeveloped, and due to geographic constraints, is unlikely to be developed in 
the future.  Within the ravine are two attractive streams that are part of the Hess Creek 
watershed. To take advantage of this condition, our project includes the construction of a small 
covered rest stop/environmental education area with benches, where pedestrians and cyclists can 
relax and enjoy the natural beauty of these aquatic areas as well as take in some environmental 
education through some interpretive displays. Invasive plant species will be replaced with native 
species.  The Chehalem Park and Recreation District supports this project and has indicated that 
they are willing to help with the construction of the rest stop/environmental education area. 
 
The city has requested $896,000 in grant funds from the State for this project.  The city has 
proposed $900,000 in matching funds for the bike/pedestrian improvements.  In addition, the city 
would provide $546,000 for non-eligible grant fund project costs for corresponding needed road 
improvements.   
 
Questions about this project may be directed to David Beam, City of Newberg Economic 
Development Planner at david.beam@newbergoregon.gov or 503-537-1213. 
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