
RESOLUTION No, 2015-3188lewoerg

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO CREATE A WILLAMETTE
FALLS NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA AND URGING DESIGNATION OF
SUCH BY CONGRESS.

RECITALS:

1. WHEREAS, National Heritage Areas are designated by Congress as places where natural, cultural,
and historic resources combine to form a cohesive, nationally important landscape; and

2. WHEREAS, National Heritage Areas are designated by Congress as places where natural, cultural,
and historic resources combine to form a cohesive, nationally important landscape; and

3. WHEREAS, the Falls Area was a prominent gathering place for fishing and trade among numerous
tribes for centuries prior to white settlement; and

4. WHEREAS, the Willamette River and Falls has been and continues to be an important transportation
hub for tourism, commerce and recreation; and

5. WHEREAS, the 2,000-mile journey over the Oregon Trail ended in the Falls area (a destination
point for one of the largest unforced migrations in world history), and helped to secure the nation’s
boundaries from the Atlantic to the Pacific; and

6. WHEREAS, the power of Willamette Falls inspired human industry since its discovery, for early
sawmills and flour mills, and eventually hydroelectric power for woolen and paper mills, but
especially for the world’s first long distance transmission of electricity; and

7. WHEREAS, the industrialization in the Falls area was the birthplace of industry in the American
Northwest; and

8. WHEREAS, the provision of such services helped in the development of the region including the
Chehalem Valley and within it the City of Newberg in 1889; and

9. WHEREAS, as noted in Exhibit A to Resolution 2015-3188 the National Park Service has
encouraged extending the boundary along the Willamette River from Oregon City to Mission
Bottom in Marion County; and

9. WHEREAS, a coordinated approach to managing and promoting this area as a national and statewide
resource is a unique opportunity to collaborate on cultural & heritage tourism, natural resources,
recreation and historic preservation.
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THE CITY OF NEWBERG RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

1. Supports the efforts of the Willamette Falls Heritage Area Coalition to attain National Heritage
status for the Willamette Falls area; urges the National Park Service to find that such status is
merited, and urges Congress to designate and create a Willamette Falls National Heritage area.

EFFECTIVE DATE of this resolution is the day after the adoption date, which is: May 19, 2015.
ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Newberg, Oregon, this 18th day of May, 2015.

X-C '
, - -/ ...

Sue Ryan, City Recorder
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Resolution 2015-3188
Exhibit A

To: Willamette Falls Heritage Area Coalition 18 September 2014
From: Stephen Dow Beckham
Subject: National Park Service Critique of Proposed Heritage Area Boundaries and Folklore/Folklife

Among the criticisms raised by the NPS are the current boundary definition, the shortage of events that speak to

folklore and folklife, and the critical massing of sites and structures that illustrate the primary themes of the
proposed Heritage Area.

Proposal: southern boundary extension to follow both banks of the Willamette River upstream into the
northern Willamette Valley to Mission Bottom in Marion County. This boundary extension significantly
strengthens the Heritage Area story and opportunities. Among the things gained are the following:

• Canby. Founded in 1870 and named for General E. R. S. Canby killed in the Modoc Indian War, the town was
the result, in part, of construction in 1871of the Oregon & California Railroad.

~ Oregon & California Railroad Depot (1871), Canby Historical Society Depot Museum (1871) (restored)
~ Canby Ferry (1914-present), one of four ferryboats operating in Oregon

• Barlow. Founded in 1870 by William Barlow as a stop on the O & C Railroad, this small community was named
for the son of the toll proprietor of the Barlow Road, final overland segment of the Oregon Trail crossing

the Cascade Mountains to the Willamette Valley.

~ William Barlow House (1885) (private, but open to public)

• Aurora. A utopian commune of 12,000 acres, German-speaking pietists and overland emigrants of 1855,
founded the town in 1856. Fifty-four families and nearly 600 members lived communally from 1856 to

1883. They built a handsome church, performed music, prepared German foods, operated the Aurora
Hotel on the O & C Railroad, and farmed some of the richest land in the valley.

~ Old Aurora Colony
~ Ox Barn Museum, Quilt Shows and quilting programs
~ Kraus House, a colony home
~ Steinbach Cabin, a hewn-log colony home
~ Will Family washhouse

~ Stauffer-Will Farmstead (1870): Farm Program, Hands-On Learning for school children, a hewn-log
colony house of two stories

~ Aurora Colony National Historic District, 35 structures (1856-1900)
~ Aurora Colony Store (restored, commercial use)

~ Oregon & California Railroad Depot (1871), Aurora (restored, commercial use)

• Butteville. Alexis Aubichon and George La Roque, former French-Canadian fur trappers, founded and platted
St. Alexcie and Butteville. Aubichon's wife, Elmer-mach (Marie Anne), was a Chinook Indian from the
mouth of the Columbia. La Roque operated the profitable Butteville Store.
~ Butteville Store (1863) (restored, commercial use)
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Resolution 2015-3188
Exhibit A_

• Champoeg. A steamboat landing, Champoeg became a town and place for the creation of the Provisional
Government at the Wolf Meeting of May 2, 1843, and first capital of Provisional Government. Legislative
meetings in 1843 established the "Organic Articles" for governance and land claims.

~ Champoeg State Heritage Area (State of Oregon)
~ Champoeg Territorial Park and interpretive center

~ Donald Manson Threshing Barn (1862), restored, Champoeg Promise School programs
~ Kitchen Garden, 1862-1880, Manson house site

~ Willamette Valley Treaty Commission councils at Champoeg in April-May, 1851, to open federal
negotiations with Kalapuya and Molalla Indians

~ Monument to 1843 decision and Pioneer Memorial Building
~ Site of Hudson's Bay Company warehouse/granary (1835-54)

~ Dr. Robert Newell House, DAR Pioneer Mother's Cabin (1931), Butteville Jail (1849), and Butteville
School (1858)

~ Willamette Post, site of North West Company trading station established in 1813 (later Pierre Bellique
Donation Land Claim).

• Newberg. This town was platted in 1883 and incorporated in 1889.
~ Ewing Young sawmill site, mouth of Chehalem Creek (1836) constructed by Young and Solomon Smith
~ Dr. Henry Minthorn house (1881), childhood home of President Herbert Hoover from 1885-1891
~ Pacific College (1885), a Quaker school, became George Fox University

• Dayton. Joel Palmer, author of Journal of Travels Beyond the Rocky Mountains (1847), founded this
community. He served as Oregon Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 1853-55, and was the architect of ratified
treaty program with Oregon tribes.

~ Joel Palmer House (open, commercial use)
~ Fort Yamhill Blockhouse (1856-1862), Grand Ronde Reservation
~ Fifty sites and structures on National Register

• St. Paul. Catholic missionaries from Quebec, Canada, who arrived in Oregon Territory in 1838, founded the
community in 1839 to minister to the Francophone/metis community of French Prairie.

~ St. Paul Catholic Church, founded October, 1839, erected 1846, oldest brick building in the Pacific
Northwest; Father F. N. Blanchet of Quebec, Canada

~ Site of St. Joseph's College (1843), founded by Fathers Langlois and Bolduc from Canada enrolling 30
boys

~ Site of St. Paul Academy (1844-52), founded by Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, school for girls
And women

~ Site of St. Paul Academy (1861), founded by Sisters of Holy Names of Jesus and Mary of Montreal,
Canada, a Catholic elementary school for girls

~ St. Paul Cemetery
~ St. Paul Rodeo, July 2-4, founded in 1936

• Mission Bottom. This site became the initial headquarters of Methodist missions in Oregon Territory and was
established in 1834 to convert Native Americans.

~ Willamette Mission State Park, site of Methodist Mission founded by Jason Lee and his overland party
(Oregon State Parks), "ghost structure" of original mission buildings and nation's largest black
cottonwood tree (ca. 250 years old)
~ Wheatland Ferry (1846-present), established by Daniel Matheny, one of four ferryboats operating in

Oregon
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