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MAYOR’S MUSINGS 
December 20, 2009 

 
 

I hope this Musings finds each of you having had a joyous holiday season and looking forward to the new year of 2010. 
 
2-1-1 CALL CENTER:   Need Help Finding Help?  The Yamhill Commission on Children and Families has partnered with the 
United Way of the Mid-Willamette Valley to bring 2-1-1 call center service to Yamhill County.  This call center is NOT for 
emergency services.  
 
2-1-1 is an easy-to-remember telephone number that people can dial when they need help but don't know where to begin looking.  2-1-
1 is for everyone, but is most often used by those who need help with basic living resources.  This easy to remember telephone number 
can connect people in need to community resources.  2-1-1 can help find: food resources, health care, public agencies, legal service, 
employment resources, counseling/support groups, housing/emergency shelter and much more.   2-1-1 call center’s trained, certified 
information and referral specialists answer nearly 100,000 calls every year, directing each caller to the community resources best 
suited for their particular needs.  Calls are answered live, and callers who don't speak English have the same access to help through 
bilingual staff and contract interpreter services.  Some cell phone providers do not access 2-1-1.   A person may also dial: 
1.866.698.6153 or use the internet at: www.yanhill211.org. 
 
CITIZENS RATE REVIEW COMMITTEE:   The Newberg’s Citizens Rate Review Committee (CRRC)  is charged with the 
responsibility to review the rate structure of the city sewer, potable water and storm water systems and other rates and/or fees as 
requested by the City Council.  The CRRC consists of seven city residents plus the Mayor who serves as a non-voting member.  Upon 
review and deliberation, the CRRC makes recommendations to the City Council regarding maintenance and operations of these 
systems.  Currently, the CRRC is actively reviewing the water, wastewater and storm water rates/fees to assure that these systems 
continue to support the needs and demands of our city. 
 
The CRRC will be hosting a Town Hall Meeting Wednesday, January 13, 2010, at the Public Safety Building, 401 E. Third St., at 
7:00 pm.  The Town Hall Meeting will be an open forum opportunity for the citizens of Newberg and the CRRC to discuss the rate 
review process which has been going on since September 2009.  Please attend to become better educated about the rate setting 
process, revenues and revenue forecasts, the capital improvement plans and proposed rate increases.  This is your opportunity to be 
involved in the rate setting process; it is your opportunity to be heard.   
 
The CRRC will hold a Public Hearing on January 27, 2010, at the Public Safety Building, 401 E. Third St., at 7:00 pm. The Public 
Hearing is a formal meeting for the deliberation on the rate review findings and public comments and the adoption a formal rate 
recommendation that will be presented to the City Council on Tues. February 16, 2010.  
 
Please see the City’s website at www.newbergoregon.gov for additional information.  For any other questions about the committee, 
please call 503.537.1273.  We encourage and look forward to your participation. 
 
PORTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO BE IN NEWBERG:   Through a purchase by Portland Community College (PCC) 
and a donation by the Werth Family LLC, the college anticipates acquiring an approximately 15-acre plot behind Providence Newberg 
Medical Center and south of Hwy. 99, bordering on Fernwood Road and Brutscher Street. The college is now in the “due diligence” 
phase to assess the property, with the hope that the transaction will be finalized by Dec. 31 if not before. The property to be acquired 
will enable Portland Community College to better serve the community, with “room to grow” as the Newberg and Dundee areas 
continue to expand. 
 
Early in 2010, PCC plans to assemble its architects, its contractors and the PCC Newberg Advisory Committee to assess design needs, 
permit needs and weather factors. With that information, the college will create an estimated construction timeline that also will 
include a ground-breaking event.  The anticipated opening date of the permanent facility is fall 2011. However, after the November 
2008 bond measure passed, PCC made a promise to the community that the college would begin offering classes in fall 2010. The 
college plans to honor that promise by operating out of the Chehalem Valley Cultural Center as an interim site for the 2010-2011 
academic year, until it moves into the permanent facility. 
 
In terms of courses to be offered, PCC is in the process of refining that right now and will have a finalized slate by mid-January 2010. 
The college undertook a phone survey with Newberg and Dundee residents in October 2009 to assess the kinds of courses the 
community would like to see PCC offer, ones that don’t duplicate what is currently being offered through the Park and Recreation 
District (Community Education), or from George Fox University or Chemeketa Community College (and its McMinnville health care 
campus). 
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The college anticipates offering much in the way of lower-division transfer courses in 2010. Barb VanAmerongen, program manager 
for PCC’s Newberg facility, is working with PCC division deans to determine which courses will be feasible to offer at the interim site 
starting next fall – those that make sense for the short- and long-terms, and that offer students in the area the same high quality 
education that PCC is known for throughout the Portland Metro Area. 
 
In the meantime, the college is working with Newberg Public Schools to retrofit the high school’s welding lab so that PCC can offer 
welding classes in the area. It also intends to expand educational opportunities in Machine Manufacturing. So, in addition to lower-
division transfer courses, the college will soon be able to serve more students in career technical fields in the Newberg and Dundee 
communities. 
 
PCC will host a part-time faculty hiring fair in Newberg on March 3, 2010.  The college would welcome hiring those with appropriate 
qualifications to teach beginning the fall 2010 academic year. 
 
For more information about PCC’s Newberg center, please contact Kate Chester, Community Relations/Public Relations manager, 
PCC Sylvania, at 503-977-8233 or at kate.chester@pcc.edu. 
 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ANALYSIS:   The Planning Division is currently in the process of the updating the City’s 
Economic Opportunity Analysis (EOA). The EOA is one component of the City of Newberg Comprehensive Plan.  The purpose of the 
EOA is to identify Newberg’s comparative advantages and to identify potential economic development strategies. The update 
incorporates the new economic data into the plan. 
 
Based on the analysis, the City of Newberg has several potential economic opportunities that include:  

• Growth of Newberg’s dental equipment cluster,  
• Increase in medical services and related activities,  
• Development of alternative energy related industry, 
• Expansion of an industrial area located south of Newberg, 
• Creation of small aircraft and aviation related industry near Sportsman Airpark, 
• Support for nursery and other specialized agriculture, 
• Growth of wine/tourism industry. 

 
The City’s regional comparative advantages make numerous opportunities possible which include: small town quality of life, access to 
quality education and skills training, strong established and growing industry clusters, strong local support for business and 
employment opportunities, proximity to the Portland metro area, access to Interstate 5, and the future Newberg-Dundee bypass.  For 
additional information contact Jessica Nunley at (503) 554-7744 or jessica.nunley@ci.newberg.or.us.  
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING ACTION PLAN:    In 2009 the City Council adopted the City of Newberg Affordable Housing Action 
Plan.  The plan seeks to find ways where those who work in Newberg, who completed their schooling in Newberg, or have other ties 
to the community, can afford to live here. 
 
The plan includes seven categories of actions:  

• Amend the Newberg Comprehensive Plan goals and policies, 
• Retain the existing supply of affordable housing, 
• Insure an adequate land supply for affordable housing, 
• Change Development Code standards, 
• Amend the development fee schedule, 
• Develop and support public and private housing programs 
• Strengthen economic development efforts.  

 
The Planning Commission has been charged with reviewing potential changes to the Comprehensive Plan and the Development Code. 
An Affordable Housing Action Committee has been appointed to identify methods to implement the other actions and report to the 
Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission will consider Plan and Code amendments at their January 14, 2009 meeting and 
make a recommendation to the City Council. A hearing date for Council adoption is to be determined.  
 
For additional information contact  David Beam at (503) 537-1213 or david.beam@ci.newberg.or.us.  

 
 
 
Bob Andrews, Mayor 
503.537.1276 
bob.andrews@ci.newberg.or.us 
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Utility rate hike topic of meeting 

City government — Town hall will allow the city, public to discuss proposed 
increases 

• By: Amanda Newman    
• Published: 1/5/2010 2:00:11 PM 

 The city of Newberg is trying to increase utility rates ... in the most transparent way possible. 
The final stages of the change process will get underway with a Jan. 13 public town hall. The 
city last increased utility rates in spring 2008 — a situation that highlighted the need for 
increased communication with the public. A scant three people attended the public hearing on 
the matter, at which the city council expressed its dismay. The increases were met by public 
outcry after the fact, and when constituents came out to speak their mind at the following council 
meeting, the council voted to lower the amount of the increases. 
   Public works director Howard Hamilton affirmed that this year’s process was largely due to 
what transpired in 2008. 
   “The idea is to keep the whole thing transparent,” he said. And it wasn’t a last-minute move — 
the city notified utility customers in September of upcoming meetings of the Citizens’ Rate 
Review Committee, so the whole process would be open to public input. 
   At the Jan. 13 meeting, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Public Safety Building, there will be 
presentations on proposed changes to water, wastewater and stormwater rates, with periods of 
discussion in between. Mayor Bob Andrews will facilitate the event and members of the CRRC 
and city council will attend. 
   “The public has the opportunity to come and see a presentation and look at materials the rate 
review committee has seen and based their decision on,” Hamilton said. 
   For single-family residential units, the CRRC is proposing a 68-cent increase for stormwater 
and average increases of $2.83 for water and $6.47 for wastewater, Hamilton explained. The 
increases will be reflected in the monthly bills. 
   Hamilton said Monday his department hadn’t yet calculated increases for non-residential 
customers, but would prepare that information before the town hall. Public works and the CRRC 
have not released proposed increase rates other than the average household financial impact. 
Anyway, Hamilton stressed, the numbers aren’t set in stone. 
   “They’ve discussed some options,” he said, concerning the CRRC’s increase proposals. The 
committee will take the public’s input into consideration before making final recommendations 
to the city council for adoption at its Feb. 15 meeting.  
 

http://newberggraphic.com/news/2010/January/05/Local.News/utility.rate.hike.top
ic.of.meeting/news.aspx 
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Town Hall
Meeting
Proposed Utility Rate Increases

January 13th at 7:00pm

The Town Hall Meeting is an 
opportunity for the citizens of 
Newberg and the Citizens’ Rate 
Review Committee to discuss the 
rate review process. This is your 
chance to be involved in the rate 
setting process, and your chance 
to be heard! 

There will be a Public Hearing on January 27, 2010 at 7:00 
p.m. for the CRRC to deliberate the issues and make a utility 
rate proposal for City Council to adopt at their February 16, 
2010 meeting.

Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. at the Newberg Public Safety 
Building, 401 E. Third Street.

For more information go to 
www.newbergoregon.gov 
or call Tabrina at 503.537.1273. 
We look forward to your participation!

•	Facilitated by Newberg’s Mayor

•	City Council Members On Hand

•	Citizens’ Rate Review Committee 

(CRRC)

•	Speak Up and Be Heard!
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Appendix F 
Map of Stormwater Outfalls 
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Appendix G 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Summary 



Hazardous waste, in pounds May October
Aerosols 850 1,500
Ammonia Solutions 100 50
Antifreeze 500 800
Batteries, non-automotive 475 1,200
Caustic Alkali Liquids 600
Corrosives 779 710
Flammable Liquids, Nontoxic 8,000 2,850
Flammable Liquids, Toxic 4,200
Flammable Solids 10
Light Tubes, Fluorescent 26
Mercury Bulbs 450
Mercury Thermometers 11 15
Motor Oil 1,500
Oxidizing Solids 10
Paint, Latex 20,000 4,500
Paint, Oil-Based 6,200 16,500
Paint-Related Materials 1,600 500
PCB Ballasts 40
Propane Tanks 215 85
Toxic Solids (methyl carbamate, diazinon) 2,000 1,600

Total pounds 43,306 34,570
Total tons 22 17

2009 Diverted Hazardous Waste 77,876 pounds
39 tons

Hazardous Waste Roundup 2009
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Appendix H 
Stormwater and Street Maintenance Activities 

 
 



2008
Activity Nov-Dec Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4            Total Monthly Average

Catch Basins Installed 0 2 1 3 0 6 0.4

Catch Basins Cleaned 6 18 9 2 43 78 6
Catch Basins Repaired 
or Replaced 3 2 3 0 2 10 1
Storm Line Installed 
(feet) 0 204 0 129 0 333 24
Storm Line Inspected 
(feet) 325 325 599 127 4,315 5,691 407
Storm Line Cleaned 
(feet) 1,380 969 784 0 15,674 18,807 1,343
Storm Line Replaced 
(feet) 80 0 0 0 0 80 6
Man holes installed 0 0 3 2 0 5 0.4
Grates and Inlets 
Inspected 13 78 31 7 122 251 18

Ditch Maintained feet) 280 0 0 1,346 1,625 3,251 232

2008
Activity Nov-Dec Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4            Total Monthly Average
Sweeping, Hours 167 219 264 215 332 1,196 85
Sweeping, Miles 463 1,097 1,196 1,111 1,375 5,242 374
Debris (cubic yards) 326 172 163 171 511 1,342 96
Debris per Mile Swept 
(cubic feet) 19.01 4.22 3.68 4.16 10.02 6.91 0

Newberg Street Sweeping Operations from Nov 2008 to Dec 2009
2009

Newberg Stormwater System Maintenance from Nov 2008 to Dec 2009
2009
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