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I. Welcome and introductions 

II. Public input 

III. Potential sign issues and change options discussion  

IV. Next Meeting – Wednesday, March 19, 2014 

V. Other Business 

VI. Adjourn 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. – Staff memo regarding potential sign issues and change options  
 

 

NEWBERG TEMPORARY AND 
PORTABLE SIGN AD HOC COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 
4:00 p.m., Newberg City Hall 

Permit Center Conference Room 
414 E. First Street, Newberg, OR
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Memorandum  

To:  Temporary and Portable Sign Ad Hoc Committee 

From:  Barton Brierley, Planning and Building Director 

David Beam, Economic Development Planner 

Date:  02/27/2014 

Re:  Potential issues and options 

At our last meeting on February 19th, the committee continued its discussion regarding 
potential issues with temporary and portable signs.  Most of the meeting consisted of an 
interactive conversation between local businesses representatives and members of the 
committee. 
 
The following is staff’s summary of what we feel were the main areas of concern expressed 
by the committee members regarding signage regulations for commercial areas outside of the 
downtown area (C-3 zone) and some of the potential options in which those concerns could 
be addressed. 
 
1.  Portable sign regulations for commercial areas outside of the downtown area (C-3 

zone).     
 
Potential Issues 
 
The Newberg Development Code defines public right-of-way, front yard and interior yard as 
follows: 
 
“Right-of-way” means a strip of land over which public facilities such as streets, railroads, 
or power lines are built. 
 
“Yard, front” means a yard extending between lot lines which intersect a street line, the 
depth of which is the minimum horizontal distance between the street line and a line parallel 
thereto on the lot. It includes a yard adjacent to a private street on any lot that accesses that 
private street. It does not include a yard adjacent to an alley only 
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“Yard, interior” means a yard adjacent to any lot line(s) which is not a street line, the depth 
of which yard shall be the horizontal distance measured at right angles to the interior lot 
line(s) and a line(s) being parallel with said interior lot line(s) 
 
NOTE: For clarification, a temporary or portable sign on an outside building wall would be 
considered to be located within the “interior yard” area. 
 
The following is a picture that demonstrates where these areas are generally located.  This 
scenario is similar to conditions in the C-2 zone in Newberg (along Highway 99W from the 
east entrance of town (about where the hospital is) to the downtown flagpole at the River 
Street intersection). 
 

 
 
From the above picture, you can see that the right-of-way includes the roadway and often 
will include the sidewalk.  The front yard is between the right-of-way and the buildable 
interior yard.  The front yard in the C-2 zone must be at least 10 feet wide.  The front yard 
may be landscaped or it may be part of a parking lot, which may be due to when the property 
was developed.  Regardless of how it looks, this minimum 10 foot area is still a front yard.  
In the downtown area (C-3 zone), there is no front yard required. 
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In both the C-2 and C-3 zones, each property is allowed to have only one portable sign.  The 
location of that one portable sign can be chosen by the property/business owner.  The 
portable sign can be on the wall of the building, in the interior yard, in the front yard, or in 
the right-of-way (with proper permissions).  Regardless of location, each property is only 
allowed one portable sign.   
 
Some businesses in these commercial areas are not knowledgeable of the city’s portable sign 
regulations, such as: where the signs can be located, for how long, number of signs, sign 
sizes, etc.  Some businesses feel that the allowable number of portable signs should be 
greater.  In addition, some businesses feel that a more important issue is regarding portable 
signage that is poorly maintained. 
 
Potential changes/actions 
 
The following matrix provides information regarding current portable sign regulations for 
commercial areas outside of the downtown area (C-3 zone) as well as some potential 
regulation change options for the committee to consider. 
 

Location  Current Code 

Potential concept:  signs 
allowed outright (no 
permit needed) 

Potential concept:  
signs allowed with 
permit 

Right of Way  Only by permit  Only by permit  Only by permit 

Front Yard 

Only one sign 
in any of these 
locations; 
maximum 12 
sq. ft. in front 
yard 

Increase to allow at least 
one per business, and to 
allow properties with 
longer street frontages 
more signs.  Signs 
required to be relatively 
low and small.  6 months 
max. unless sign is 
replaced, removed, or 
maintained. 

Allow 
more/taller/larger 
signs, or signs with 
longer duration with an 
approved sign plan and 
permit. 

Interior Yard 

 Maximum 40 
sq. ft. in 
interior yard  

Increase to allow more 
signs with a minimum 
separation between 
signs. Same 6 months 
max. 

Allow more/ larger 
signs, or signs with a 
longer duration with an 
approved sign plan and 
permit. 

Building Wall 

 or on wall  Increase to allow more 
signs with a minimum 
separation between signs 
or maximum overall wall 
coverage.  Same 6 
months max. 

Allow more/ larger 
signs, or signs with a 
longer duration with an 
approved sign plan and 
permit. 
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The above matrix provides two new options for consideration.  The column “signs allowed 
outright (no permit needed)” allows more portable signs the further you get from the roadway 
without a permit if the property has sufficient yard frontage.  The column “signs allowed 
without permit” allows even more portable signs the further you get from the roadway with 
the requirement of an approved portable sign plan.  The sign plan could be reviewed and 
approved by staff.  Plan approval/disapproval would be based upon a set of criteria that 
would achieve attractive, coordinated portable signage on a property.  An appeal option 
would be included in the sign plan review process.  The concept for either of the new options 
is to allow more total portable signage while still retaining an attractive commercial area.  
  
The following pages include pictures of businesses along Highway 99W in the C-2 zone. 
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