
 
 
 
 

 
AMENDED - CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

OCTOBER 28, 2013 
7:00 PM MEETING 

PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING TRAINING ROOM (401 EAST THIRD STREET) 
 
 
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS  
 
  Discussion on Springs Water System 
 
V. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Executive Session pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(h) to consult with counsel concerning the legal 
rights and duties of a public body with regard to current litigation or litigation likely to be filed. 

 
VI. COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
ACCOMMODATION OF PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENTS: In order to accommodate persons with physical impairments, please notify the City 
Recorder’s Office of any special physical or language accommodations you may need as far in advance of the meeting as possible and no later than 
48 business hours prior to the meeting.  To request these arrangements, please contact the City Recorder at (503) 537-1283. For TTY services please 
dial 711. 
 
Council accepts comments on agenda items during the meeting.  Fill out a form identifying the item you wish to speak on prior to the 
agenda item beginning and turn it into the City Recorder. The exception is land use hearings, which requires a specific public 
hearing process.  The City Council asks written testimony be submitted to the City Recorder before 4:30 p.m. on the preceding 
Wednesday.  Written testimony submitted after that will be brought before the Council on the night of the meeting for consideration 
and a vote to accept or not accept it into the record. 

The Mayor reserves the right to change the order of items to be considered by the Council at their meeting.  No new items will be heard after 11:00 
p.m., unless approved by the Council. 
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MEMORANDUM 
       ENGINEERING SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 
 

To:  Newberg City Council       
From:     Jay Harris, City Engineer     

cc:      
Subject:  Springs Special Council Work Session 

Date:   October 28, 2013   

 
Council: 
 
Below is a memorandum that provides background of the City-owned Springs water system for the October 
28th Council Special work session, as follows: 
 
The Springs water system was the city’s primary source of water from 1894 to 1948.  In 1948, the first well 
was installed on one acre of property adjacent to the Willamette River in Marion County.  Over the last 65 
years the well field system has been expanded, and now encompasses 5 active wells on approximately 
110 acres of property.  
 
Four water sources make up the springs system, which are named Snider, Skelton, Atkinson and Oliver.  
 
In 1922, an agreement between the City and the Springs customers allowed 24 customer varying degrees 
of “free” water. Since 1948 the city has been gradually supplementing spring water with well field water to 
serve customers in the City as it expanded. 
 
In 2008 all connections between the City Springs water systems and the City well field water system were 
eliminated, as the Springs water supply during the winter months is subject to high turbidity after periods of 
heavy rainfall, requiring the City to post boil water notices throughout the entire City.  Also in 2008, Council 
adopted Res. No. 2008-2776 which created a separate Springs customer class for the 75 users in this 
system, all being located outside of the current City limits. The 2008 Resolution also eliminated the “free” 
water provisions and also expressed desire for the City to transfer operations and maintenance to a 
separate “responsible party”. 
 
Oliver Springs and Snider/Skelton Springs have been identified as two separate systems by Department of 
Human Services (DHS) Drinking Water Program.  Atkinson spring is no longer used due to water quality 
issues. 
  
Approximately a full ½ of a FTE is dedicated to maintaining the Springs water system 75 customers.  The 
cost to maintain the system is approximately $90,000 annually. The revenue from the water sales is 
approximately $61,000 annually. 
 
In 2008, the State of Oregon mandated upgrades to the spring boxes, chlorination and monitoring systems.  
The cost of the upgrade project was estimated at $472,500, being equally split ($236,000) by the City and 
springs customers.  The project encountered design and construction problems and eventually cost the 
City approximately $200,000 in cost overruns.  The Springs customers are billed monthly for their $236,000 
portion of the 2008 upgrade project. 
 
Recently, the State of Oregon is requesting that the City to install corrosion control improvements to reduce 
the amount of damage to metal water piping and to reduce copper and lead in the drinking water.  City staff 
has completed a pilot program to treat the spring water and has estimated a cost of approximately 
$275,000 to install permanent buildings, pumps, and monitoring equipment to meet State standards. 
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At the special Council work session on October 28th, Staff will provide Council additional information about 
the Springs water systems and provide several potential alternatives for Council to consider such as full 
cost recovery by the City for the actual cost to improve and maintain the system or consider full divestiture 
from the springs water system and transfer ownership to a separate “responsible party”. 
 
Also included is Council resolution 2008-2776 that provides additional findings of fact for Council 
consideration. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or Russ Reed at 503-537-1289 if you have any questions regarding 
the information. 
 
Thanks, 
 
James (Jay) O. Harris 
City Engineer 
City of Newberg 
503-537-1211, Fax 503-537-1277 
jay.harris@newbergoregon.gov 
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