NEWBERG PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES

MARCH 12, 2015, 7:00 PM
PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING (401 E. THIRD STREET)

Vice Chair Allyn Edwards called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Cathy Stuhr Philip Smith Matt Fortner
Allyn Edwards Jason Dale Art Smith
Luis Saavedra, Student Commissioner

Staff Present: Steve Olson, Associate Planner
Jacque Betz, City Manager
Sue Ryan, City Recorder
Doug Rux, Community Development Director

Also Present: Mayor Bob Andrews, ex-officio

Chair Gary Bliss was excused.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments.

CONSENT CALENDAR: Commissioner Stuhr moved to adopt the meeting minutes for September 11, 2014,
December 12, 2014, January 8, 2015, and February 12, 2015. Commissioner Philip Smith seconded the motion,
and it passed 6-0.

DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENT: Vice Chair Edwards opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.

Vice Chair Edwards asked if there were any abstentions or objections to jurisdiction from the Commission.
There were none.

AP Olson said the hearing was for a Development Code amendment on medical marijuana dispensaries. The
Planning Commission would be making a recommendation to the City Council, who would make the final
decision. The proposal was to allow dispensaries as a type of commercial retail sales use that would be allowed
in the C2 and C3 zones. They would not be allowed in other commercial or industrial zones. There would be a
1,000 foot buffer around schools and parks and the operating hours would be limited to 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. It did
not address recreational marijuana facilities as the legislature was still developing administrative rules. He gave
an overview of State medical marijuana dispensary rules and the temporary city moratorium. He then discussed
what other cities had done regarding this issue. Staff had received public comments and he summarized the
information and articles that had been received regarding dispensaries. This use was most like a pharmacy, a
retail sales general category. The State required a buffer around schools to mitigate potential impacts and
potential re-sale to minors. This included public, private, elementary, secondary, and career schools, attended
primarily by minors. Staff recommended placing a buffer around parks for similar reasons. Staff was not
recommending buffers around daycares. He explained dispensaries typically operated with all cash, due to
banking issues. One way to reduce the potential for crime was to limit operating hours. He showed maps of the
proposed 1,000 foot buffer around schools and parks and potential sites for dispensaries. The Code amendment
would add two new definitions, one for medical marijuana dispensaries and one for career schools. Medical
marijuana dispensaries would be added to the Zoning Use Table as well. Regarding the findings, they had to
have public notice and hearings anytime the Development Code was changed. Approval of the resolution
would be consistent with this goal. There was also the goal of encouraging new and diverse businesses in the

City of Newberg: Planning Commission Minutes (March 12, 2015) Page 1 of 3



City, and approval with appropriate buffers would be consistent with this goal. Staff recommended adoption of
the resolution as proposed.

The Commissioners had a discussion regarding regulating for odors, restricting these facilities through denial of
business licenses, and taxes on medical and recreational marijuana.

Proponents:

Lester Brock questioned why recreational dispensaries were not being discussed at the same time and what was
the intent for the future of both types of dispensaries. If they were considered separate entities, would there be a
required distance between the dispensaries?

AP Olson said when recreational marijuana was approved it was viewed as two separate programs and might
have two separate rules and systems or it could be combined. The State would be adopting some administrative
rules and staff would probably return to the Planning Commission in a few months with a potential code
amendment once they knew more.

Sherrie Rolston, resident of Sherwood, was a medical marijuana patient. She had done some research about
opening up a dispensary and had attended many city meetings on the topic. She explained what the cities of
Seaside, Tualatin, Sherwood, Tigard, Cannon Beach, and Beaverton were doing and their approach to
dispensaries. They were limiting dispensaries to certain areas as well as limiting the hours of operation. Most
of them were trying to get something in place before the moratorium was over. Most were not bucking Measure
91 but were adding to it. Many dispensaries were starting to be able to use debit cards. Laws said no loitering
was allowed in dispensaries and customers were not allowed to use cannabis on site. She was interested in
opening a dispensary in Newberg. She wanted to run it quietly and efficiently and to work with the City. She
thought Newberg’s regulations were standard with what most other cities were doing. She had concerns about
how many a city would allow, as they would not want one every 1,000 feet. She thought more regulations and
controls needed to be put in place for the marijuana products that were sold in dispensaries.

Opponents:

Kathryn Gibbon-Hein, business owner in Newberg, wanted to see medical marijuana become as accessible as
possible to those who needed it. They needed to keep the costs as low as possible and the locations as
reasonable as possible. She was concerned about the 1,000 foot buffer. She did not know how it would
actually protect the children. If the buffer resulted in not enough places for dispensaries to locate that were
easily accessible, she was against it. She questioned if the 1,000 feet would make a tangible difference.

Commissioner Philip Smith said the 1,000 foot buffer around schools was already State law. He thought there
would be at least six different locations in the C2 and C3 zones where dispensaries could go.

AP Olson explained the map and buffer areas further. There were transit options to some of these locations.

Doug Heuer had been in the medical marijuana program for 15 years. He thought that if they took no action
they would not violate the law. He opposed calling it a dispensary because it did not dispense marijuana. There
were pharmacies in Newberg who were currently selling marijuana in a pill form and were within a couple
hundred feet of parks and schools. The reason the 1,000 foot buffer was put into State law was to not be in
violation of federal criminal law. People could buy harder, more addictive, dangerous drugs like alcohol,
tobacco, and caffeine within any zone. If they were really concerned about children, the safety zone should take
into account all of the various aspects of drugs, not just marijuana. He thought it was discriminatory. Medical
marijuana facilities did not bring the problems that people thought they would.
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Vice Chair Edwards closed the public testimony at 7:55 p.m.
Discussion:

AP Olson commented that City sign regulations had to be content neutral, and that the City did not regulate
competition through the zoning code.

CDD Rux explained what the Commission was looking at that evening was regulating time, place, and manner.
Staff had taken into account the law and based on the discussion with the Council, had come back with a
proposal that reflected and addressed specifically the components they could consider.

CM Betz said this proposal was vetted to the Chehalem Chamber Board of Directors and Downtown Coalition
and there was no opposition to what was being proposed for the zoning.

There was discussion regarding whether or not there should be a buffer around parks. The consensus was that
even with the restrictions there were several good locations available.

MOTION: Commissioner Philip Smith moved to adopt Resolution 2015-306 as proposed. Commissioner Art
Smith seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0.

AP Olson said this item would be taken to the City Council on April 6.

ITEMS FROM STAFF: AP Olson gave an update on Council items including approval of the Enterprise
Zone exemption, animal shelter agreement, and Green for Growth Grant and ABC application.

CM Betz further explained the Green for Growth Grant funds would be used as matching funds towards the
America’s Best Communities Grant application with the stipulation that if the City did not make it to the next
round that the money would be used for wayfinding signs in the downtown area.

ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS: None.

Vice Chair Edwards adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.
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